
THE NAVAJO NATION  Class Code:  4141 
  General Services and Maintenance Series 
  Labor and Equipment Operations Group 
  Overtime Code:  Non-Exempt 
  Pay Grade:  56 
 

DRILLER HELPER 
 

DEFINITION:  Under immediate supervision of driller, provides assistance in the operation, assembly and 
dismantling of drilling equipment; performs related work as assigned. 
 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:  This list is ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY and is not a comprehensive listing of all 
functions and tasks performed by incumbents of this class.  
 
TASKS:  
 
Assists in drilling operations; assists operator and crew members in the installation, dismantling and/or 
retrieval of drill pipes out of water wells that have been bored; manually adds, positions, and replaces 
casings, cables, and hoses; tightens or loosens threaded joints between sections using chain wrenches; 
guides pipes through bore openings; maintains and cleans all thermals and couplings; assists with 
priming and lubricating drill rigs and mud pump; refuels equipment and vehicles; monitors gauges on 
butane bottles; assists with loading and unloading drilling equipment; maintains constant check on drill 
pipe connections and pressure hoses. 
 
Assists welder in perforating the casing and welding joints together; assists in cement grouting and gravel 
packing; assists in setting up drill rig and other drilling equipment; assists drill operator with bail cleaning 
and making final bail test; assists in the preparation of reports and logs; assists in construction of other 
water projects including waterlines, irrigation water systems, dams and storage tanks, and natural 
springs; assists in windmill assembly; completes general maintenance tasks and clean-up. 
 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
Knowledge of Navajo Nation rules, regulations, and guidelines related to the drilling of water wells. 
Knowledge of basic soil issues related to drilling. 
Knowledge of occupational safety and health rules, regulations, and guidelines. 
Knowledge of environmental protection rules, regulations, and guidelines. 
Skill in safely transporting and loading variety of heavy equipment, materials, and supplies. 
Skill in safely following established practices and procedures related to drilling. 
Skill in utilizing a variety of hand and power tools related to construction and maintenance work. 
Skill in following verbal and written instructions. 
Skill in following safety practices and procedures related to construction work sites. 
Skill in establishing and maintaining effective working relationships. 
 
PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS AND WORK ENVIRONMENT:  Work requires extended periods of 
exposure to weather extremes, chemicals, and fumes; work also requires lifting (100 pounds), climbing, 
stooping, bending, and working in confined spaces or at heights over 60 feet; and driving vehicles in all 
types of weather and road conditions. 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:  A high school diploma or GED; and one (1) year of construction or 
maintenance experience.  Must possess a valid state driver’s license.  
 
Depending upon the needs of the Nation, some incumbents of the class may be required to demonstrate 
fluency in both the Navajo and English languages as a condition of employment. 
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